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We are excited to announce the launch of our new

website! 

Visit www.cohousinghamilton.ca and share it with

friends, families and neighbours.

UPDATE: Website Launch!

https://cohousinghamilton.ca/


F.A.Q.s

There is always an investment needed in purchasing a
home. Typically, you should expect to pay market price
for your cohousing unit.
If you own your own home or hold enough equity in your
home to afford a down payment on a house, then you
may be in a position to buy into a cohousing project.
(“Equity” is defined by the difference between the market
value or selling price of your existing home and the
balance on your mortgage.)
Common space can reduce the need for similar
amenities in each unit, thus reducing the initial cost and
sale price of the cohousing unit, i.e. laundry, storage, lot
size, garden, workshop/craft space.

There are many factors that will determine your eligibility
for a mortgage. However, it can be difficult to find a
lender willing to support the debt on this type of housing,
because it is relatively new in the marketplace.
A full and confidential financial vetting will be made of
your specific situation once you are on board with the
community. Cohousing Hamilton will soon be working
with consultants to develop this capacity.

1. How do I know if I can afford to be an owner in a
cohousing community?

2. Will I be able to get a mortgage to buy my cohousing
home?



Ongoing/monthly expenses are typically lower, as the cost
of common space is shared among the many owners in the
cohousing community.
Most cohousing communities support using every option
for reducing environmental impacts, which translates into
lower energy costs overall.
It is impossible to know exactly how much monthly
expenses will be, but experience demonstrates that they
are lower in cohousing communities, compared to
conventional condos.

We all want to minimize our costs and our risks in
committing to a cohousing project. So, there is a gradual
and manageable financial commitment required from each
“Explorer” that provides the organization with operating
funds. These funds will be used to develop a legal structure
that will protect our investment as the project evolves and
our financial commitments to the project grow.
Transparency, accountability and manageability are at the
forefront of all financial decision-making.
Explorers/Members in good standing all share equally in
the decision-making process.

3. How much will my unit cost me on a monthly basis?

4. What financial commitment must I make to become a
member?

F.A.Q.s



Steps to Membership



about keeping three kids “alive through to adulthood”, and has built
his own house.

While not a great sports fan, Ken has several hobbies or interests,
including hiking, motorcycling, travel and renovation. His favourite
restaurant is the Water Street Cooker, his favourite book is In the
Garden of the Beast, by Erik Larson, and his favourite home-cooked
meal is anything he cooks with his wife, whom he loves.

If Ken were to find himself on a deserted island, three things he
would consider essential are a library, a music collection and a
corkscrew, assuming there is wine on the island….

Ken describes his working life: “I grew up in operations management
as an employee of Big Oil. I started as a truck driver and ended my
career on an advisory team for a global computer system
deployment. Lots of opportunities to learn about corporate culture,
leadership, and capitalism along the way. I am currently registered ...

Member Profile
Ken is a father, grandfather,
husband, brother, and friend.
Although he spent a couple of
brief stints (a year in Toronto, 2
years in Calgary) “away”, he
essentially grew up in the
Hamilton area, Ancaster and
Dundas. He calls Dundas home.

In terms of accomplishments in
life, Ken feels particularly good 



... as a realtor and exploring concepts like co-housing and social
procurement as ways to improve social outcomes in a capitalist
environment.”

Ken has been actively exploring affordable housing options in his
retirement and is intrigued by the possibilities of co-housing to not
only contribute to an affordability solution, but also because it
appears to be a good way to address seniors issues like social
isolation and aging in place.

He adds, "I am considered by friends and family to be a bit of a
dreamer and, as I settle into retirement, I think I’m OK with that. I am
what I would describe as privileged. I have a nice home which I
share with my wife, a steady income from an oil industry pension,
and good health, or access to health care if I need it. And one of the
things I have learned about myself over the last couple of years is
that I tend to drift to the back of the room to make sure that no one is
being left behind.

I was raised with a good old fashioned work ethic and believe that
we should all bring whatever we have to the table and contribute in
any way we can. I work hard and expect the same from others. Over
the years I have come to realize that that contribution is not
necessarily equal in a society that places the higher value on GDP.
So I find myself now advocating for those that are being left behind.”

Member Profile {Cont.}



Ted Talk with Susan Pinker – The
Secret to Living Longer May Be
Your Social Life

https://www.ted.com/talks/susan_pinker_the_secret_t
o_living_longer_may_be_your_social_life?
language=en

https://www.ted.com/talks/susan_pinker_the_secret_to_living_longer_may_be_your_social_life?language=en


Please send an email to cohousinghamilton@gmail.com
to sign up for any of the events. 

Saturday, October 31st, 10:30 am to noon

Thursday, November 26, 6:30pm to 8:00 pm

Saturday, December 19, 10:30am to noon 

Coffee & Cohousing

Upcoming Events

"There is no power greater than a community 
discovering what it cares about."

Margaret J. Wheatly
Turning to One Another

Cohousing 101

Saturday, December 5,

10:30 am to 12:30 pm


