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Welcome to our 2021 Holiday issue!  

As 2021 comes to a close, looking
back on the distance we have
travelled this year is a bit
breathtaking, with so many events
and milestones that marked our path.

With 2022 on the horizon, we are
looking forward to exciting
challenges and opportunities as we
turn our collective energy to our site
search. Please stay tuned for the
latest developments; we expect they
will be evolving “fast & furious” now!

We hope your new year's resolution
will be to become involved and join
our project. This is the ideal
time to help create the future you
want in intentional community.

Wishing all our friends and
associates a very Happy Holiday
Season and a safe and healthy 2022.
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Highlights from 2021  

Creation of the Sociocracy Circle

Search for consulting services; evaluation
of consultants; awarding of contract to
Kailing & Barrett of Ottawa

Formalization of Outreach & Communications
Circle

Cohousing Hamilton is incorporated!

Creation of Site Search Circle; 1st workshop
with Kailing & Barret; Pro-forma budget
crafted and reviewed; 2nd & 3rd workshop
with Kailing & Barrett – Financing & Selecting
Your Site and building typology.

Kailing & Barret workshop: - Design
Overview – Commence the creation of
consented Site Selection Map
Refinement of Site Search scoring criteria

Schedule & commence neighbourhood tours
for equity members.



Member profile: Lee-Ann Holloway

“Still waters run deep.” This is
equally true of our quiet,
unassuming cohouser, Lee-Ann
Holloway. Spotlight-shy, Lee-Ann
needed a bit of coaxing to submit to
an interview, but given her pivotal
work for our burgeoning community,
it is right and fitting that she step –
however reluctantly - into the
spotlight, if only for a short moment.  

Lee-Ann comes from a large family of French Canadian and Dutch
farmers. Her grandmother’s house can still be found on Hwy 10 in the
town of Inglewood.  Her father and mother met in Terra Cotta,
Ontario, and as a child, Lee-Ann, along with her two siblings, enjoyed
a rural upbringing in the golden horseshoe that included picking
cherries, grapes, peaches and apricots. In her late teens, Lee-Ann
ventured out west where she worked, and ultimately managed a
candy store on Main Street in Banff. Her early career as a
switchboard/receptionist for a Steel company inspired her to earn a
Diploma in Telecommunication Management and in Business from
Humber and Sheridan Colleges respectively.  One of her most
formative career experiences was in IT Project Management and
included work with MDS Laboratories (now LifeLabs), Sprint Canada,
Group Telecom (Bell), Sunlife and Transunion among others

It is with this wealth of knowledge and experience that Lee-Ann has
become the force that keeps us organized and on track with our
project. It sounds cliché, but we could not do it without her. She is the
voice that guides us through Steering Circle meetings and keeps us
adherent to the sociocratic governance protocols we have all
committed to.



Member profile: Lee-Ann Holloway
She occasionally refers to herself as a “nerd”, but in reality, she is a whiz
at creating charts, tables, workflow diagrams, Gantt charts, and
introducing many organizational strategies that help us move forward.
One of the greatest gifts that Lee-Ann bestows upon our community is
the intelligent, incisive and dispassionate approach she brings to her
many important roles. She does all this with grace and good humour.  

Lee-Ann raised two children, Michael and Natalie, in Burlington where
she lived for 25 years. She now calls Dundas home. When not busy with
work, she enjoys creating stained glass mosaics, participating in improv,
or hiking and biking. Nobody enjoys a good joke – either hearing or
telling one – more than she does. Her sense of humour adds a special
spark to our meetings and personal interactions.

When asked the question, “Why cohousing?”, she explains that she and
Judy Shepalo met in 2019 when Lee-Ann was looking for volunteer work
in a community project. Judy introduced to her the concept of co-
ownership, and as that soon evolved into a cohousing group and
ultimately Cohousing Hamilton, Lee-Ann stayed with the project as it
grew, providing support and advice with her specialized skills. Not one to
be satisfied with half-measures, she undertook sociocracy training at the
beginner and leadership levels, making her the perfect person to hold
both the Leader role for the Planning Circle and the Facilitator role for
the Steering Circle. 

Although Lee-Ann does not expect to move into the built community as
soon as it is ready, anticipating the value of the model and its suitability
in her senior years, she jumped in with both feet to become an Equity
Member in 2021. Significantly, Lee-Ann is strongly committed to
cohousing as a wise housing choice from many perspectives. She
intends to promote and support any future intentional community
projects. With her quick mind, deep skill set, and dry humour, any such
project would be lucky to have her involved. We certainly are.



Cohousing Stories

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/co-
housing-model-portugal-cove-st-philips-1.6253933

https://dbknews.com/2021/11/22/cohousing-communities-
housing-third-places/

CBC Portugal Cove, NFLD cohousing (see attached)

DBK News.com- Cohousing is the solution to our over-
individualistic society (see attached)

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/newfoundland-labrador/co-housing-model-portugal-cove-st-philips-1.6253933
https://dbknews.com/2021/11/22/cohousing-communities-housing-third-places/


What We've Been Up To
Now that Covid restrictions have eased, we are delighted to spend more time
with each other, working hard and having fun. The Steering Circle met
recently to pore over different Hamilton neighbourhoods to try to work toward
a site search consensus. This is being followed up by car tours of the various
locations under consideration. When not working, we try to get together for
fun outdoor activities. 

Have your say! Become an Explorer, and get involved in choosing where
your future lies!

Happy Canada Day berry pickers, Wendy, Kathleen, Ellen, & Anne

Mapping exercise

Steering Circle - Kathleen, Daphne, Judy, Carol, Lee-Ann & Ellen

Wendy & Margaret



Coffee and Cohousing in 2022
January 22: 11 am -12:30 pm

February 23: 7-8:30 pm

March 24: 6:30 – 8 pm

Upcoming Events

Contact Judy Shepalo for event invitations via Zoom at
cohousinghamilton@gmail.com or call 905-517-6494

We encourage anyone interested in becoming an Observer
or Explorer to contact us.  

Go to www.cohousinghamilton.ca for more details and
contact info!

 

http://www.cohousinghamilton.ca/

